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The Warfighter and Human Trafficking — Pentagon Event for World Day on Human Trafficking 2026
Contributed by: Combating Trafficking in Persons Office

On July 30, 2026, the Combating Trafficking in Persons (CTIP) Office hosted an event in the Pentagon
Auditorium in honor of the United Nations World Day Against Human Trafficking. “The Warfighter Approach
to Stopping Human Trafficking,” event featured speakers from the Department of War (DoW) leadership, as
well as advocates, survivors, and a representative from the CTIP Office. If you were unable to attend, you may
watch it here: https://www.dvidshub.net/video/1016892/combating-human-trafficking-awareness-event

The message was clear: for years we have looked at human
trafficking as a human rights issue and a law enforcement issue,
but an analysis of the federal cases prosecuted tells us that human
trafficking is also a national security issue. This new lens provides
an opportunity for soldiers to play a direct role in combating
human trafficking.

Under Secretary of War for Personnel and Readiness, the
Honorable Anthony J. Tata, opened the event by saying that the
21st-century warfighter faces new adversaries—narco-terrorists,
rogue militias, cartels, street gangs, and other transnational and
domestic criminal organizations and foreign terrorist organizations that rely on human trafficking to support
their operations. He noted that warfighters need to be trained deeply and broadly to understand and combat
these new adversaries. He pledged that the DoW understands this new battlefield and will prepare and train for
it.

Major General Lavetta Bennett, Director of Manpower and Personnel at the National Guard Bureau, spoke
about the key role the National Guard (NG) plays in combating human trafficking. She said, “National Guard
members are schoolteachers, police officers, truck drivers, nurses, and small business owners. They are deeply
embedded in the fabric of the communities we serve.” The specialized NG Training on Human Trafficking is
designed for Guard personnel responding to natural and other disasters, public health emergencies, urban crime,
major sporting events, protests, and border operations. It emphasizes the importance of recognizing the signs of
human trafficking to support mission success and protect the citizens of the United States.

U.S. Marine Corps veteran and Central Intelligence Agency intelligence officer, Bazzel Baz, said that the safety
of our children is paramount, because our children are our future. He asked, “How do you murder a child
without killing them?” He answered: “You sexually abuse them, and they spend the rest of their lives dying
every single day.” He stressed the point that trafficking has cross pollinated with cartels, many of which have
been designated as Foreign Terrorist Organizations (FTOs), making it a national security and warfighter
readiness issue.


https://www.dvidshub.net/video/1016892/combating-human-trafficking-awareness-event

Two human trafficking survivors talked about their experience and noted the highly sophisticated nature
of human traffickers. Jerome Elam, U.S. Marine Corps veteran said,

... A warfighter approach is not about militarizing victim services. It is about understanding the
operating environment. It is about seeing trafficking as a system.

The trafficker is not just a single offender. He may be a recruiter, transporter, document handler,
landlord, buyer, gang member, contractor, corrupt official, cartel facilitator, or online broker.

Where people can be bought and sold, other things can be moved too: drugs, weapons, forged
documents, stolen identities, cash, intelligence, and influence. A trafficking route can become a
smuggling route. A corrupt official who ignores forced labor can ignore weapons movement. A criminal
enterprise that profits from commercial sexual exploitation can use those profits to fund violence
somewhere else. So, when we talk about trafficking, we are not talking about an issue outside national
defense. We are talking about a threat that can live in the seams of national defense.

Courney Litvak noted her lived experience, being trafficked from her high school when she was 17 years old.
She said that being the target of Child Sexual Abuse Material (CSAM) in her high school was the start of her
trafficking nightmare, and that making children feel like outliers is often the first step in grooming someone for
being trafficked. Once she had been recruited, she was sold in and around Texas and then across the country, by
traffickers who were members of street gangs, such as the Crips, the Bloods, MS-13, and other Transnational
Criminal Organizations, and FTOs, proves that trafficking is a national security threat. She said that her
traffickers were domestic and international and that they communicated and cooperated with one another.

Laura Lederer, DoW CTIP Subject Matter Expert, said that human
trafficking is used by a diverse range of new adversaries to support and
sustain their operations. An analysis of prosecutions in U.S. case law tells us
that they are a diverse range of sophisticated criminal and terrorist networks
who use human trafficking to support and sustain their operations, including:

e Drug Cartels and Narco-terrorists, such as Sinaloa Cartel, Cartel de
Jalisco Nueva Generacion (CJNG), Cartel del Golfo (Gulf Cartel),

e Transnational Criminal Organizations, such as Chinese Triads and
Snakeheads, the Russian Mafia, the Yakuza, Black Axe, and many
others

e Street Gangs, Prison Gangs, and Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs, such as
MS-13, Tren de Aragua, the Bloods, the Crips, Hells Angels, Latin
Kings, and many others

e Violent Extremist Organizations and Rogue Militias, such as ISIS and
Boko Haram.

She noted that the new FTO designations following a 2025 Executive Order made it possible for the U.S. to
freeze assets, ban material support, restrict immigration, and target these traffickers as part of our fight against
terrorism. She presented the trio of new DoW CTIP trainings that approach trafficking from a national security
perspective:

1. The Foundational Training: A Warfighter Approach to Stopping Human Trafficking
2. A specialized training on Human Trafficking for the National Guard
3. A border training entitled Seal and Repel: Securing Our Borders to Prevent Human Trafficking

CTIP Director Linda Dixon closed the event with a presentation of CTIP Coins to the survivors who have
participated in the Survivor Voices of Human Trafficking project. She thanked them for their insight into the
crime of human trafficking and said that the CTIP Office will continue to combat trafficking in all its forms.



https://ctip.defense.gov/Training/Warfighter/
https://ctip.defense.gov/Survivor-Voices/

10 Reasons Not to Purchase Sex
Contributed by: Combating Trafficking in Persons Office

Purchasing sex carries significant legal, ethical, health, safety, and security risks. Here are 10 reasons not to
purchase sex, even if it is legal in the country to which you are deployed or stationed:

1. Purchasing sex is prohibited in the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ).

The Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ) prohibits prostitution and
pandering.! In 2005, Executive Order 13387, established the prohibition of the
purchase of sex in the UCMIJ.? The penalty for purchasing sex is a dishonorable MANUAL FOR
discharge, forfeiture of all pay and allowances, and confinement for 1 year.? COURTS-MARTIAL
Pandering, carries a penalty of dishonorable discharge, forfeiture of all pay and R
allowances, and confinement for 5 years.*

In addition to being prohibited in the UCMJ, purchasing sex is illegal in all U.S.
states except 10 rural counties in Nevada.® State laws prohibiting the purchase of
sex have been strengthened in the last five years, and convictions can result in jail
time, steep fines, and, in some states, mandatory registration as a sex offender.¢
An arrest for solicitation or purchase of sex becomes a matter of public record,
which can severely impact your employment, housing, job status, and personal
reputation.’

(2024 EDITION)

2. Purchasing sex may make you a “mark” in a honeypot scheme.

The U.S. Army Counterintelligence Command is warning soldiers to be wary of potential

“honeypots.” According to a 2026 article, the military deals with constant threats from foreign intelligence and
espionage.® Honeytraps in commercial sex, dating sites, and other related schemes targeting active-duty Service
members are a consistent tool used by adversaries. Honey traps have also targeted veterans and military
contractors. Last year a retired Army lieutenant colonel who was working as a contractor for U.S. Strategic
Command pleaded guilty to conspiring to transmit classified information to a “woman” he had met on a dating
site. The supposed paramour asked “Beloved Dave” for information about U.S. intelligence on the Ukraine-
Russia war.” In 2023, the U.S. Department of Justice indicted several members of an Asian network for running
a high-end prostitution scheme in which “defendants collectively established the infrastructure for brothels
[using] Asian women — to travel Virginia to engage in prostitution.” The indictment further stated that “a wide
array of buyers were identified, including, but not limited to, politicians, high tech and pharmaceutical
executives, doctors, military officers, government contractors that possess security clearances, professors,
lawyers, scientists and accountants.” (Italics added)'®

3. Purchasing sex puts your security clearance at risk

National Security Executive Agent Directive 4 establishes the single, common adjudicative criteria for all
covered individuals who require initial or continued eligibility for access to classified information or eligibility
to hold a sensitive position. Guideline D notes the concern that “Sexual behavior that involves a criminal

1 Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ) Article 134 (Prostitution and patronizing a prostitute);
https://ctip.defense.gov/Portals/12/Laws/Article%20134.pdf?ver=k7cErTPsPJBrIkO2xDJPOA%3d%3d

2 Executive Order 13387 of October 14, 2005; https://ctip.defense.gov/Portals/12/E0%2013387 UCMJ%20Art%20134.pdf
3 Manual for Courts Martial (MCM) 2024, p. A22-21(p. 729 in online version)

4 Ibid. https://ctip.defense.gov/Portals/12/Laws/Article%20134.pdf?ver=k7cErTPsPJBrIKO2xDJPOA%3d%3d

5> https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prostitution_in_the United States and see also

6 https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/news/releases/paxton-commends-legislature-making-texas-first-state-penalize-buying-sex-felony
7 “The Impacts and Penalties of Buying Sex,” Sacramento County District Attorney’s Office, https://www.sacda.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/12/Impacts_brochureweb.pdf

8 https://taskandpurpose.com/news/army-valentines-day-honeypot/

9 Retired lieutenant colonel pleads guilty in Ukrainian honeypot case

10 https://www.justice.gov/usao-ma/pr/three-arrested-operating-high-end-brothel-network



https://ctip.defense.gov/Portals/12/Laws/Article%20134.pdf?ver=k7cErTPsPJBrIKO2xDJPOA%3d%3d
https://ctip.defense.gov/Portals/12/EO%2013387_UCMJ%20Art%20134.pdf
https://ctip.defense.gov/Portals/12/Laws/Article%20134.pdf?ver=k7cErTPsPJBrIKO2xDJPOA%3d%3d
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prostitution_in_the_United_States
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/news/releases/paxton-commends-legislature-making-texas-first-state-penalize-buying-sex-felony
https://www.sacda.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Impacts_brochureweb.pdf
https://www.sacda.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Impacts_brochureweb.pdf
https://taskandpurpose.com/news/army-valentines-day-honeypot/
https://taskandpurpose.com/news/lieutentant-colonel-guilty-classified-ukrainian-woman/
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ma/pr/three-arrested-operating-high-end-brothel-network

offense; reflects a lack of judgment or discretion; or may subject the individual to undue influence of coercion,
exploitation, or duress.” Commercial sex falls into this category.'!

4. You may be the victim of an adjacent crime such as assault or robbery.

Because the sex industry generally operates outside the law, purchasers of sex are highly vulnerable to robbery,
assault, and extortion. One human trafficking survivor said, “we were instructed by our trafficker to take the
mark’s credit cards and money, and then to take his pants and shoes so that they could not come after us. Since
what they were doing was illegal, we knew that they would not report the robbery to the police.”!?

5. You may be the victim of blackmail, sextortion, or other financial extortion.

While there are no official figures, a high percentage of men are targeted by digital blackmail or "sextortion.”
Recent studies reveal that 60% to 90% of financially motivated sextortion victims in some jurisdictions are
males.!® Extortionists operate highly structured businesses that rely on the intense fear, shame, and stigma
associated with purchasing commercial sex. They frequently threaten to expose the victim to his spouse, family,
or employer if a ransom is not paid. During a CTIP Task Force meeting, a case study was shared involving a
man who purchased sex and paid tens of thousands of dollars to traffickers. When he ran out of funds, they
immediately called his wife.!*

6. Traffickers and pimps target military Service members on payday.

Survivors of sex trafficking report that their traffickers targeted service members. “The knew exactly when
payday was and they were outside the military installations, in bars, on corners, and even online.”!”

7. Purchasing sex enriches traffickers, who are involved in criminal enterprises connected with drug
trafficking, arms trafficking, and even terrorism.

Traffickers take money from sex buyers, enriching themselves and further strengthening their criminal
networks. In 2026, several cartels that are known to be involved in sex trafficking were designated as Foreign
Terrorist Organizations (FTOs).!¢ These include Tren de Aragua, MS-13, Cartel de Sinaloa, Cartel de Jalisco
Nueva Generacion, Cartel del Noreste (formerly Los Zetas), La Familia Michoacana, and Cartel del Golfo.
While historically recognized as drug cartels, many of these FTOs have aggressively diversified their criminal
operations to include sex trafficking, labor trafficking, migrant smuggling, kidnapping, extortion, and other
related criminal activities.

8. Purchasing sex may expose you to serious communicable diseases and sexually transmitted infections.

Many studies have proven that purchase of sex exposes the purchaser to serious communicable diseases. In a
case in North America where Korean sex trafficking victims were apprehended at the border, 80% of these
victims tested positive for tuberculosis.!” Traffickers regularly force victims to engage in unprotected
commercial sex, significantly elevating rates of blood borne diseases such as HIV, Hepatitis B, and Hepatitis C.
The most common infectious diseases associated with commercial sex are sexually transmitted infections,
driven by high exposure to multiple partners. The most prevalent include Chlamydia, Gonorrhea,
Trichomoniasis, Human Papillomavirus (HPV), Herpes (HSV-2), Syphilis, and HIV.!® In addition, victims of

1 Security Executive Agent Directive 4 — National Security Adjudicative Guidelines, June 8, 2017; accessed at:
https://www.dni.gov/files/NCSC/documents/Regulations/SEAD-4-Adjudicative-Guidelines-U.pdf

12 “The street-level crime of prostitution ... is often linked to other violent crimes. For example, a prostitute may be used to attract men so they can be robbed or
assaulted by the prostitute’s cohorts.” Mobile Police Department, https://www.mobilepd.org/news/undercover-prostitution-operation-leads-to-16-arrests-1/

13 https://www.humanium.org/en/prevalence-and-impact-of-cyber-sextortion-on-teenage-boys/

14 Neil Getzlow, CTIP Task Force Minutes, [need dates]

5 Jerome Elam, Survivor Voices of Trafficking, https://ctip.defense.gov/

16.S. State Department, “Designation of International Cartels,” February 20, 2025; https://www.state.gov/designation-of-international-cartels

17.U.S. Department of Justice, Report on Activities t Combat Human Trafficking 2001 — 2005, p. 5 https://lincolngoldfinch.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/D0OJ-
Report-on-Activities-to-Combat-Human-Trafficking.pdf

18 National Institute of Health (NIH) https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7132779/



https://www.dni.gov/files/NCSC/documents/Regulations/SEAD-4-Adjudicative-Guidelines-U.pdf
https://www.mobilepd.org/news/undercover-prostitution-operation-leads-to-16-arrests-1/
https://www.humanium.org/en/prevalence-and-impact-of-cyber-sextortion-on-teenage-boys/
https://ctip.defense.gov/
https://www.state.gov/designation-of-international-cartels
https://lincolngoldfinch.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/DOJ-Report-on-Activities-to-Combat-Human-Trafficking.pdf
https://lincolngoldfinch.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/DOJ-Report-on-Activities-to-Combat-Human-Trafficking.pdf
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7132779/

trafficking often live in overcrowded, unhygienic, or abusive environments, creating avenues for infections,
including MRSA, strep, staph, and skin infestations such as lice and other communicable diseases. °

9. Purchasing sex ruins your relationship with your spouse, partner, significant other and other family
members including children, siblings, and parents.

Many experts argue that normalizing sex as a transactional commodity rewires the brain and body, making
healthy, mutual romantic relationships difficult. Commercial sex ruins real relationships by destroying
emotional intimacy and introducing unnatural, transactional dynamics. It undermines the foundation of mutual
vulnerability, replacing the complex, deep connection required for a healthy partnership with a purely physical,
superficial exchange. The business nature of commercial sex also frequently causes dissatisfaction and
frustration with real-life partners. The partner who purchases sex may have unrealistic expectations and
demands that are one-sided and cannot be met in a relationship based on mutual vulnerability, emotional safety,
and shared history. In addition, the often-clandestine nature of these purchases can lead to feelings of guilt,
anxiety, and secrecy that may strain relationships with family and partners, eroding trust.

10. Those who appear to be voluntarily selling sex may in fact be victims of human trafficking

Traffickers look for vulnerable and marginalized individuals, often using force, fraud and coercion to compel
victims to sell sex. Traffickers rarely target randomly; they actively seek out those who are seeking safety,
affection, financial stability, or independence.?° Common vulnerabilities include:

Economic hardship: Extreme poverty, unemployment, or mounting debts.

Instability: Homelessness or a lack of a safe support system.

Past trauma: Histories of physical, emotional, or sexual abuse.

Marginalized status: Being part of at-risk communities, such as individuals involved in the foster
or juvenile justice systems

The number of sex trafficking victims increases with demand, including demand from DoW service members,
contractors, civilians and dependents. Do your part to help stop human trafficking. Don't purchase sex.?!

DoD CTIP Program Office Updates

On June 9, 2026 and July 14, 2026, the CTIP PMO gave presentations to the
Department of State International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP). The
presentation focused on the DoW’s policies and program centered on
combating human trafficking. The IVLPs objective for the briefing included
a review of the U.S. government strategies to combat international trafficking
in persons, including crimes against women and children, by examining the
formulation, administration, and enforcement of U.S. policy on the national,

COMBATING TRAFFICKING

W PERSONS & state, and local levels.

Check out the NEW Warfighter Resource Page! The CTIP Office released
a Warfighter Resources webpage. In today’s world, as the warfighter
confronts new adversaries, it is important to understand the nature and scope

19°U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office on Trafficking,

https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/health _problems_seen_in_traffick victims.pdf

20 U.S. Department of Homeland Security, https://www.ice.gov/features/human-trafficking

21 DoW CTIP Demand Reduction PSA: https://www.dvidshub.net/video/877153/combating-trafficking-persons-demand-reduction



https://jko.jten.mil/courses/CTIP_Warfighters_Resource/launch.html
https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/health_problems_seen_in_traffick_victims.pdf
https://www.ice.gov/features/human-trafficking
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/877153/combating-trafficking-persons-demand-reduction
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of human trafficking as well as its links to other forms of trafficking. As our
fight for national security extends to narco-terrorism and other tactics of
irregular and asymmetric warfare, warfighters must be trained on the signs
and indicators of human trafficking and how to respond appropriately.
Explore information on the difference between Human Trafficking and
Human Smuggling; National Security Issues related to Human Trafficking;
Trafficking Route Maps and Case Law; Links to Specialized Trainings for the
Warfighter; Signs and Indicators of Human Trafficking Victims and
Perpetrators; and Legal Authorities and Additional Resources.

The FY26 CTIP Self-Assessment task will be sent to DoW Components via
CATMS and email at the beginning of September. Pursuant to DoW
Instruction 2200.01, June 21, 2019, “Combating Trafficking in Persons
(CTIP),” DoW Components must conduct and provide the results of an annual
self-assessment to the CTIP PMO each year. The self-assessment assesses the
strengths, weaknesses, and effectiveness of the program’s implementation by
analyzing reporting on suspected TIP incidents, investigations, prosecutions,
and training programs. The self-assessment consolidates annual reporting
requirements to the U.S. Department of State and inputs to the U.S. Attorney
General’s Report to Congress on U.S. Government Efforts to Combat
Trafficking in Persons.

NEW PSA: The CTIP Office released the Warfighter Readiness to Combat
Human Trafficking public service announcement describing the new
Warfighter training.

31 B " Follow us on social media! The CTIP PMO is now
e il ; l on Facebook, X, YouTube, and LinkedIn!

Upcoming Events

o CTIP Self-Assessment will be tasked to DoW Components at the beginning of
September

o CTIP Task Force Meeting, October 14, 2026


https://www.dvidshub.net/video/1015546/warfighter-readiness-combat-human-trafficking
https://www.facebook.com/US-Department-of-Defense-Combating-Trafficking-in-Persons-PMO-109121997990634/
https://x.com/DoDCTIP
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3WPZ32LIUj-fmdRjILKxxw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dodctip
mailto:dodctip@mail.mil
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